
Welcome!
We are thrilled that you will be joining us on our big day and excited that for many of you, it

will be your first time visiting Poland! To assist you in your preparations, we have created a

brief guide for three main cities of Poland: Gdansk, Warsaw, and Krakow. The guide includes

helpful links and our personal recommendations for accommodation, dining, and activities.

If you have any additional questions or concerns, please don't hesitate to contact us. We are

more than happy to assist you!

 Bienvenue !
Nous sommes ravis que vous vous joigniez à nous pour notre grand jour et nous sommes

ravis que, pour beaucoup d'entre vous, ce soit votre première visite en Pologne ! Pour vous

aider dans vos préparations, nous avons créé un petit guide pour trois villes principales de la

Pologne : Gdansk, Varsovie et Cracovie. Ce guide comprend des liens utiles et nos

recommandations personnelles en matière d'hébergement, de restauration et d'activités. Si

vous avez d'autres questions ou préoccupations, n'hésitez pas à nous contacter. Nous serons

heureux de vous aider !
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1. Gdansk

Au nord de la Pologne, là où la Vistule rejoint la mer Baltique, se trouve un véritable bijou

touristique du pays - Gdansk. Ancienne ville hanséatique et port important dans le

développement de la région depuis le Moyen Âge, Gdansk est aussi la ville où a commencé le

mouvement « Solidarnosc » qui a contribué à la chute du régime communiste en Pologne. Si

vous y êtes, n’oubliez pas d’explorer les villes voisines de Gdansk - Sopot, une station

balnéaire, et Gdynia, une ancienne ville industrielle. Ces trois villes créent une agglomération

d'environ un million d’habitants appelée « la Tricité ». À vous de la découvrir!

Gdansk

Un site internet avec un parcours proposé pour Gdansk (en 1, 2, ou 3 jours) ainsi que des

informations pratiques.

● https://www.lasourisglobe-trotteuse.fr/gdansk/

Nos conseils :

- Une promenade dans la vieille ville de Gdansk est obligatoire ! Longez les rives de la

rivière pour voir la Grue médiévale, découvrez la rue Mariacka avec ses nombreuses

boutiques pour acheter de l'ambre, et assurez-vous de ne pas manquer la statue de

Neptune sur la place du Long Marché.

- Si vous souhaitez en apprendre davantage sur l'histoire de la Pologne, visitez les

musées : le Musée de la Seconde Guerre mondiale (c'est à Gdańsk que la Seconde

Guerre mondiale a commencé en septembre 1939), ou le Centre de la Solidarité

européenne qui retrace l'histoire du mouvement « Solidarnosc » et de Lech Walesa !

- A mi-chemin entre Gdańsk et Sopot se trouve une magnifique cathédrale - la

Cathédrale de Gdańsk-Oliwa, célèbre pour son architecture impressionnante avec
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des centaines de tuyaux et de figurines qui se mettent à danser au son de la

musique. Des concerts y sont organisés les mardis et vendredis à 20h (veuillez

confirmer les horaires plus près de la date de votre visite).

- Pour échapper aux touristes au centre historique de Gdansk, allez vous promener au

bord de la Baltique à la plage de Brzezno (un quartier de Gdansk) avec sa jetée.

Sopot

Un site internet avec un parcours proposé pour Sopot

● https://www.lasourisglobe-trotteuse.fr/sopot/

Nos conseils :

- Une promenade sur la jetée est incontournable. C'est la plus longue jetée d'Europe,

avec une longueur de 511 mètres !

- Pendant votre promenade sur la rue de Montecassino, arrêtez-vous devant la

célèbre "maison tordue" pour prendre quelques photos (vous ne pouvez pas la

manquer !)

- Explorez les petites rues pour découvrir l'architecture balnéaire de la ville. Si vous

voulez voir l'intérieur d'une de ces maisons, je vous recommande de visiter le musée

de Sopot.

- Prenez un café au Grand Hôtel et déjeunez dans l'un des restaurants en bord de

plage - mon préféré est "Bulaj"

- Un fait intéressant et peu connu sur Sopot est que la ville abrite le plus ancien

hippodrome de Pologne, qui a été fondé en 1896. Il a accueilli de nombreuses

courses de chevaux prestigieuses au fil des ans, attirant des visiteurs venus de toute

l'Europe. Aujourd'hui, l'hippodrome est toujours en activité et accueille des courses

de chevaux régionales et nationales tout au long de l'année.
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- La ville est aussi connue pour son Festival de Chanson de Sopot, créé en 1961.

Pendant des décennies, le festival a été l'un des événements musicaux les plus

importants de Pologne, avec des participants de renommée nationale et

internationale (comme Charles Aznavour, Whitney Houston, Boney M., et plusieurs

d’autres).

Gdynia

Un site internet avec des idées des endroits à voir à Gdynia

● https://sauce-polonaise.com/15-lieux-a-visiter-a-gdynia/

Nos conseils :

- Gdynia est la ville la moins touristique de la Tricité, mais elle a beaucoup de charme.

Conçue comme un grand projet industriel par l’État polonais en 1920, la construction

d’un port maritime a transformé un village de pêcheurs en une ville moderne de plus

de 100 000 habitants en 1926.

- Promenez-vous sur la rue Kosciuszki pour voir des exemples de l’architecture Art

Déco des années 1920 et 1930 présents au centre-ville.

- Pour avoir une vue panoramique sur la ville et la mer Baltique, allez au parc paysager

de la colline de Kamienna Góra. Vous pourrez y faire une promenade agréable ou

profiter du funiculaire pour accéder au sommet de la colline.

- Faites une promenade au port de la ville pour voir ORP Bylskawica (« Éclair » en

français), un contre-torpilleur polonais qui a participé à la Seconde Guerre mondiale

aux côtés de la Marine britannique, notamment à l’évacuation de Dunkerque en

1940. Ou le voilier Dar Pomorza qui a été construit en 1909.
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1.a Villes à voir entre Varsovie et la Tricité:

Torun

Un site internet avec des idées des endroits à voir à Torun

● https://www.pologne.travel/fr-be/nous-conseillons/nos-propositions-de-sejour/wee

k-end-a-torun

Nos conseils :

- Torun est une ville médiévale située dans le nord de la Pologne, sur les rives de la

Vistule. Fondée au XIIIe siècle par les chevaliers teutoniques, elle a conservé son

centre historique intact, avec ses églises gothiques, ses remparts, ses portes

fortifiées et ses maisons bourgeoises de la Renaissance.

- La ville est également le lieu de naissance de Nicolas Copernic, célèbre astronome

polonais du XVIe siècle, et son ancienne maison est aujourd'hui un musée dédié à sa

vie et à ses découvertes.

- Je vous conseille de déguster les célèbres pains d'épices de Torun, un dessert

traditionnel polonais, et visiter le musée de la ville pour en apprendre davantage sur

l'histoire et la culture de cette charmante ville médiévale.

Une vidéo sur Torun:

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TDDhvKu1DkM&ab_channel=BambyTravelvlog

Malbork
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- Malbork est une ville historique située dans le nord de la Pologne, connue pour son

château médiéval impressionnant, qui est le plus grand château du monde construit

en brique. Le château de Malbork a été construit par les Chevaliers Teutoniques au

XIIIe siècle et a été agrandi et rénové plusieurs fois au cours des siècles suivants.

- Aujourd'hui, le château est un site du patrimoine mondial de l'UNESCO et accueille

de nombreux visiteurs chaque année. Les visiteurs peuvent explorer les salles

magnifiquement restaurées et admirer l'architecture gothique du château, ainsi que

les collections d'artefacts historiques et les expositions interactives qui retracent

l'histoire des Chevaliers Teutoniques et de leur rôle dans l'histoire de la Pologne et de

l'Europe centrale.

- En plus du château, Malbork offre également une charmante vieille ville, avec des

maisons colorées, des places pavées et des églises historiques, ainsi que des musées

et des restaurants proposant une cuisine locale délicieuse.

Vous pouvez visiter le château de Malbork avec un audio-guide ou avec un guide privé en

français, dont le coût est d'environ 50 euros.

Une vidéo sur le château:

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9_9_k-q4WMg&ab_channel=BambyTravelvlog
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2. Kraków

The royal city of Kraków is a must-see when visiting Poland. With its fascinating history,

beautiful architecture, and delicious food, it is sure to win your heart and make you want to

come back for more. The city is packed with history that is often invisible to passersby, so be

sure to take a walking tour around the Old Town or the Jewish district to better understand

Kraków and its roots!

General info:

What to know before traveling to Kraków (also applies to other Polish cities)

● https://www.lonelyplanet.com/articles/things-to-know-before-traveling-to-krakow

Sightseeing itinerary:

A good 3-day itinerary for visiting Kraków (including a day in Auschwitz), with many good

tips. It includes main tourist attractions that are worth seeing in Kraków.

● https://www.earthtrekkers.com/3-days-in-krakow-itinerary/

Our take on Kraków:

Our subjective take on Kraków and its attractions (in addition to the 3 day itinerary listed

above):

- Make sure to listen to the St. Mary’s Trumpet Call played from the bell tower of the

St. Mary’s Basilica every hour. For extra tourist credits try to spot the trumpet player

and see him wave! More history here:

https://culture.pl/en/article/the-hejnal-trumpet-call-of-krakow-fact-vs-fiction

- Kraków has many churches. Fun fact: Before becoming people, John Paul II, known

then as Karol Wojtyla, was the bishop of the archdiocese of Kraków. My favorite

church is the Church of St. Francis of Assisi (close to Grodzka street), as it has a

beautiful stained glass window in art nouveau style by Wyspianski presenting “God

the Creator”. More history here: https://krakow.wiki/wyspianski-stained-glass/

- Cracow is also home to the oldest Polish university (Jagiellonian University) founded

in 1364 by the Polish King Casimir III. If you find yourself needing some quiet time, I
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recommend you visit the Collegium Maius where Nicolaus Copernicus studied. More

info here:

https://www.lonelyplanet.com/poland/krakow/old-town/attractions/collegium-maiu

s/a/poi-sig/419983/1342665

- When on the Wawel Castle hill, I recommend you get a good look at the Vistula river

which flows right beneath it. When you look down from the viewing terrace, you will

see the statue of a dragon which breathes real fire every 3 min. More info here:

https://discovercracow.com/wawel-dragon/

- Don’t be surprised if you see a man/horse who we call “Lajkonik”. More info here:

http://krakow.travel/en/artykul/118/the-legend-of-the-lajkonik

Museums:

- To better understand the history of the city and its position in Europe through ages, I

recommend you see the Rynek Underground museum situated below the Cloth hall

(Sukiennice). More info here:

https://www.inyourpocket.com/krakow/rynek-underground_72197v

- If you want to learn more about the Second World War and the Holocaust, without

visiting Auschwitz, the Schindler’s Factory museum is a good place to learn about

the history of Krakow under nazi occupation. More info here:

https://discovercracow.com/schindler-factory-krakow/

- Japanese art in Poland? Yes! Check out the Manggha museum founded by the

Oscar-winning Polish film director Andrzej Wajda and his wife Krystyna

Zachwatowicz. More info here:

https://www.mecatherm.fr/en/news/mosaique/details/from-krakow-to-new-york-th

e-bagel-to-conquer-the-world.html

- See the only Da Vinci’s painting in Poland at the Princes Czartoryski museum. More

info here: https://mnk.pl/exhibitions/175

Some places where I like to eat when I am in Kraków:

- Cafe Camelot at Zaułek niewiernego Tomasza (close to the Main Square). Good for

lunch/breakfast, might get very busy so try to book.

- Miod Malina (Grodzka St) - a bit upscale, a bit fancy, but good Polish food, the only

minus is that they don’t have a patio.

- Bar Mleczny pod Temidą (Grodzka St), very cheap, milk-bar style (what is a milk bar?

See here: https://culture.pl/en/article/milk-bars-a-taste-of-poland), a classic

- Nowa Prowincja (close to the Main Square), a great place for a quick bite. The

restaurant is often visited by ‘big’ names of the literary and cultural circles of the city.

- Metrum Restobistro, (located in the building of the Music Academy) a rooftop

restaurant with great views of the city.

- Plac Nowy in Kazimierz (Jewish district) is a Mecca for Krakow nightlife goers. Make

sure that you try Zapiekanki (what is it?

https://annainthekitchen.com/polish-zapiekanka-polish-street-food/) at Okrąglak (a
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round building in the middle of the square - you cannot miss it). Trust me, they taste

better when you are on your way back home from drinks! In terms of restaurants -

try Alchemia od Kuchni.

- Hamsa restaurant (Szeroka St) - middle eastern food modern fusion in Kazimierz.

- Polakowski (Szeroka St) - nice, cosy interior, tasty food and nice desserts!

Other tips:

- Krakow is also famous for Klezmer music

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q1oG32IrNP4&ab_channel=K13-Ko%C5%A1ick

%C3%A9kult%C3%BArnecentr%C3%A1). Klezmer Hois is a restaurant in Kazimierz at

Szeroka Street (the Jewish district) that serves traditional Jewish food and has daily

Klezmer music concerts. It is a bit touristy, but overall a nice experience.

- Keep a bit of spare change in your pocket to buy an original Obwarzanek (Bagel)

from one of the many street vendors around town. Fun facts: The first ever mention

of bagels comes from Kraków (from 1610), see more history here:

https://www.mecatherm.fr/en/news/mosaique/details/from-krakow-to-new-york-th

e-bagel-to-conquer-the-world.html

Alternative sightseeing:

- If you want to escape the Old Town and Kazimierz make sure to hit Forum

Przestrzenie on the other side of Vistula (15 min by foot from Kazimierz). Forum

Przestrzenie is an old communist hotel, abandoned for years, it has been

transformed into a large food hall and a space with bars, a beach, and is usually filled

with people dancing. More info here: https://www.forumprzestrzenie.com/en/

- Kraków is not only about medieval history. To see an alternative to the tourist

attractions of the Old Town, I recommend you explore the Nowa Huta district. A “city

within a city”, built by the communist regime in the 1950’s to counterbalance the

“bourgeois” history of the old parts of the Kraków, Nowa Huta was designed and built

in the style of socialist realism. The district was created around a large steel plant and

was meant as an ideal socialist city inhabited mostly by industrial workers. More info

here: https://mrshuttle.com/what-to-do-in-nowa-huta/

Videos in English:

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Debjcl5z9Dw&ab_channel=HONESTGUIDE

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hivlYF-4Mk8&ab_channel=SamuelandAudrey-Tr

avelandFoodVideos

Quelques conseils en francais:

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zR9Z6p_gTy8&ab_channel=Adventripers

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ITLZ42ENWCQ&ab_channel=TF1INFO
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3. Warsaw

Warsaw, the capital of Poland, is a city with a multifaceted identity. It has been dubbed the

"Paris of the North," the "urban Phoenix that rose up from ashes," and the "vegan capital of

Europe." However, Warsaw is much more than just these labels. It is a dynamic and rapidly

developing city that constantly surprises visitors. With new skyscrapers springing up every

day, including the tallest building in the European Union, Warsaw's skyline is rapidly

changing. While the city may not be conventionally "pretty," it has a unique character and

charm that can capture the hearts of visitors. Give Warsaw a chance, and you may just

discover your new favorite spot on the map of Europe!

Where to stay?

Despite its (almost) 2 million, Warsaw city center is quite compact and you can easily get

around the city by public transport (bus, tram, metro, etc.), by bike (city bikes are available),

electric scooters, or Ubers (which sometimes might be the cheapest option if you are a

group). Therefore, it is really up to you where you decide to stay.

Our advice:

- If you want to stay in the pretty, but touristy areas, choose an AirBnB or a hotel

nearby the Old Town, Krakowskie Przedmiescie or Nowy Swiat streets. These parts of

Warsaw were meticulously rebuilt after the Second World War and can give you a

good idea of what Warsaw used to look like throughout the centuries.

- If you want to stay somewhere in the middle and be able to easily access the touristy

areas mentioned above (10 minutes ride on the bus//20 minutes walk), but still be

two steps away from some local bars and restaurants, I recommend you choose a

place around Nowy Swiat street (in the vicinity of the crossing with Aleje

Jerozolimskie Street).
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In terms of accommodations you can choose between AirBnBs (make sure that the place has

good reviews!), ‘serviced’ apartments available on Booking, hotels, or hostels. You can

always reach out to me to ask whether the location you found is nice!

An idea of things to see in 3 days:

● https://jetsettingfools.com/3-day-warsaw-itinerary-a-sightseeing-guide/

Our advice for sightseeing:

To make things easier, I created a google map with several categories:

- Food & Coffee & Bars

- Places

- Museums

- Communist Warsaw

- Pre-War Warsaw

You can access the map by clicking on the link below:

● https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=1C-S3KGP0pAn3KITp58Wac5FbZ495

YvNO&usp=sharing

Some more tips:

Krakowskie Przedmieście street:

- Take a photo in front of the statue of one of the most famous Poles - Nicolaus

Copernicus!

- Go see Chopin’s heart at the Church of the Holy Cross. Although Chopin is buried at

the Père Lachaise cemetery in Paris, France, he ordered that his heart be transported

to Poland after his death as a proud Pole.

- I encourage you to take a look around the Warsaw University campus (it has a

golden front gate, so it's difficult to miss).

Nowy Swiat street and Chmielna street:

- Try a Pączek (Polish donut) at the Blikle Cafe on Nowy Swiat.

- Make a stop at the Bar Mleczny Familijny - a real Polish milk bar. Be prepared for

mean cashiers and bad service, but hey, this is how things used to be!

- Have a cup of hot chocolate in Wedel’s Chocolate Lounge at Szpitalna street!

Old Town:

- If you want to escape the crowds of the main Old Town square, walk 5 minutes

further to explore the New Town square!

- See the panorama of the river and the eastern part of the city from Gnojna Gora (a

2-minute walk from the main Old Town square).

- Transport yourself to Italy by walking down the narrow outdoor stairs called

Kamienne Schodki.
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Along the Vistula river:

- Go for a walk along the river and sit down for a coffee, drink, or some food at one of

the many restaurants on the Vistula's banks.

- Definitely check out the rooftop garden of the University Library (Biblioteka

Uniwersytetu Warszawskiego) with its beautiful panorama of the city!

Areas with bars:

- Hidden behind Nowy Swiat Street is a courtyard with many different bars - search for

Pawilony on Google Maps. You can also search for Pawilony Premium (on the other

side of the street).

- Go for a drink in the former Communist Party Headquarters - Cuda na Kiju or

Zamieszanie.

- One of the hearts of "hipster" Warsaw where people go out is Plac Zbawiciela with

its many bars serving drinks and food until early morning. If you are in the area, make

sure to check out the restaurants in the former Market Hall - Hala Koszyki! You won't

be disappointed!

- Overall, the small streets around Marszalkowska Street (such as Hoza, Poznańska,
Emili Plater, Krucza, and Zurawia) have plenty of different types of bars - you won't

be bored🙂

If you want to experience communist Warsaw and architecture:

- Visit Plac Konstytucji with its impressive street light candelabras, as well as the

monumental Marszałkowska Dzielnica Mieszkaniowa (MDM) built in the early 1950s.

While you're there, check out the Museum of Communism!

- If you want to see architecture from the 1970s, head to Osiedle za Żelazną Bramą
and immerse yourself in the Communist utopia.

- For a burst of color and joy from the Communist times, visit the Neon Museum!

Museums:

- Warsaw Rising Museum - it explains the Second World War history of Warsaw, a very

good way to have a better understanding of why the city looks the way it does.

- POLIN Museum - POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews - a fascinating (and

huuuge!) museum about the history of Polish Jews, tracing their history back to the

12th century. Definitely recommend seeing it with a guide!

- Chopin Museum - close to the Old Town - in a beautiful chateau, quite small (plan to

spend 1h there), to discover the history of the most famous Polish composer!

- Fotoplastikon - the visit will take you 15 min, but it is totally worth it - don’t take my

word for it - just google it!

- Pałac Kultury i Nauki - the big, communist tower building in the city center, if you

want to get a panoramic view - you can take an elevator to the top floor!
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https://architectuul.com/architecture/mdm-housing-estate
https://mzprl.pl/museum-of-communism/?lang=en
https://architectuul.com/architecture/za-zelazna-brama-residential-estate
https://warsawtour.pl/en/neon-museum-2/
https://www.1944.pl/en/article/the-warsaw-rising-museum,4516.html
https://polin.pl/en
https://muzeum.nifc.pl/en//
https://warsawtour.pl/en/warsaw-photoplasticon/
https://warsawtour.pl/en/project/palace-of-culture-and-science-2/?doing_wp_cron=1683305205.1249110698699951171875


- Łazienki Park - an amazing park in the middle of the city with a beautiful “Palace on

the Isle”. Also there is a huge statue of Chopin in the park - and in the summer there

are piano concerts happening outside.

- For all the art fans: check out the National Museum and the Zacheta National Gallery

of Art!

Other tips:

- If you're feeling adventurous, rent city bikes and cycle around the city using the

many bike paths available!

- As always, taking a walking city tour is a great way to gain a deeper understanding of

Warsaw and its urbanism.

- Another place to try milk bar style food is Bar Mleczny Prasowy on Marszalkowska

street.

……. and most importantly, ENJOY!!!!!!
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https://www.lazienki-krolewskie.pl/en
https://www.mnw.art.pl/en/
https://zacheta.art.pl/en
https://zacheta.art.pl/en
https://walkingwarsaw.com/milk-bar/milk-bar-prasowy/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=milk-bar-prasowy

